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Belonging 
for all.

For almost 50 years, the 
Belonging Network (formerly 
Adoptive Families Association 
of BC) has been there for the 
adoption and permanency 
community in BC.

We are dedicated to finding 
families for BC’s waiting 
kids and providing support, 
learning, and connection for 
adoptive and permanency 
families and youth from 
government care.

Our work is made possible 
through the generous support 
of funders, partners, and 
community members.
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What is permanency? 
When a child has permanency, they have a 

sense of belonging and lifelong connection 

to others. Adoption is the most well-known 

type of permanency arrangement, but 

guardianship and kinship care are 

increasingly common.



Dear friends, 

Chris Roy

Board Chair

Anne Tower

Executive Director

We did it! In fiscal 2023-24, we became the Belonging Network. 

This significant change has been many years in the making. 
Sometimes it felt like we’d never get there, especially during the 

challenge after challenge of the COVID years.

But here we are today, thanks to the hard work of our staff and 
Board and the encouragement of our funders, partners, and many 

other supporters.

Together, we recognized that the world of adoption and 

permanency was changing dramatically. We saw we had a unique 

opportunity. If we could adapt, we could make a difference in the 
lives of even more children, youth, and families.

Building on the history and strengths of the Adoptive Families 

Association of BC, we began a journey of transformation.

We wanted to continue to support adoptive families while 

extending our support to the increasing numbers of other 

permanency families out there. We wanted to formalize and 

expand our support to young people in and from government care. 

And, we wanted to work harmoniously with Indigenous peoples 

and make meaningful contributions to truth and reconciliation.

Like any journey into uncharted territory, the path hasn’t always 

been straight or easy. The same could be said about the journeys 

of all those we aim to serve. And it is in their journeys that we find 
our inspiration.

Board of Directors 2023-24

• Chris Roy,                   

Chair

• Adrienne Murphy,          

Vice Chair and Secretary

• Evangeline Zhou,       

Treasurer

• Merel Veldhuis,            

Past Chair

• Jennifer Randall Nelson,    
Director-at-large

• Kathleen Landry,               

Director-at-large

Strategic Advisors 2023-24

• Cynthia Dyson

We’re inspired by all the adoptive 

and permanency families who 

provide lifelong love and stability 

to children and youth. These 

families need education, support, 

and connection with other 

families to meet their kids’ needs 

and thrive.

We’re inspired by the hundreds 

of youth in and from foster care 

and other forms of government 

care. They’ve had tough 

experiences in their young lives, 

but they’re full of potential. 

They deserve every support as 

they navigate early adulthood. 

They need easy access to 

the full range of resources 

available to them. And they, 

too, need education, support, 

and connection with other youth 

and caring adults to reach their 

potential.

We’re so grateful to 

everyone who has made our 

transformation possible. Special 

thanks to the Ministry of Children 

and Family Development and 

Indigenous Perspectives Society, 

who have walked alongside us 

every step of the way.

We hope you’ll take a few 

minutes to read about all the 

great work we’ve done this past 

year.

If we could adapt, we could 
make a difference in the lives 
of even more children, youth, 
and families.

Chris and Anne



6,000+
families, children, and youth served in the 2023-24 fiscal year.

All photos are from our 

Faces of Family photo contest.



I think your 
new website 
looks great.
– Angela Marshall, 

Dave Thomas Foundation

 Our new identity

belongingnetwork.com

New name
New brand 
New website

In March 2024, the Adoptive Families Association of British 
Columbia officially became the Belonging Network. We changed 

our name, brand, and website to better reflect the diverse 
audience we serve: 

• adoptive families

• guardianship families

• relatives raising relatives

• Indigenous customary care families

• youth leaving government care

• adult adoptees

• birth families

• foster families

• child welfare professionals

• and more

The response to our new identity has been overwhelmingly 

positive. We’ve received many supportive comments from leaders 

of peer organizations and community members. Our brand-new 

online home welcomed over 6,500 new users in its first month!  

This change reflects our commitment to supporting all members 
of our community. They turn to us during the most intense, 

challenging, emotional times of their lives. They deserve to see 

themselves represented in our branding, materials, and plans.

We’ve been supporting adoption for almost 50 years and that 
won’t change. We’re still here for adoptive families, just like 

always. Adoption was our start, and it’s still in our heart! 

Your adaptability to meet the 
needs of all kinds of permanency 
families is important work.

– Facebook community member



Indigenous-focused projects

The Levesque family

As part of our organizational 

commitment to truth and 

reconciliation, we are working on a 

number of projects with a growing 

circle of Indigenous partners and 

consultants.

For families:

Every module of the foundational 

course we’re creating (Learning 

for Everyone in Adoption and 

Permanency) is reviewed through 

an Indigenous lens and will reflect 
the recent legislative changes 

that recognize the inherent right 

of Indigenous peoples over their 

children’s welfare.

In the recent consultation we 

undertook in partnership with 

Indigenous Perspectives Society, 

community leaders told us we 

could contribute by developing 

Family Finding Tools. We’re 

excited to share our experience 

finding “families that fit” for children 
and youth.  

For youth: 

Youth-serving organizations who 

tried out our Stepping Stones life 

skills curriculum liked it so much, 

they asked for an Indigenous 

version. We did, and are now 

ready to pilot Stepping Stones – 

Indigenous Ways of Knowing and 

Teaching with Indigenous partners 

in the year ahead. 

We’re thrilled to have renewed our 

arrangement with Vancouver Film 

Studios to administer bursaries 

specifically for Indigenous 
students. Our other bursary 

programs are open to Indigenous 

youth, as well.
The Franco Cea family

Heartfelt thanks
We are honoured to work with 

many wonderful Indigenous 

individuals and organizations, who 

help us ensure our programs are 

welcoming for Indigenous children, 

youth, and families. This year we 

especially want to thank:

Rachelle Dallaire and her team 

at Indigenous Perspectives 
Society for their ongoing 

partnership and guidance. All 

members of our staff and Board 
benefit from IPS’s foundational 
Cultural Perspectives training, and 

additional role-specific training.

Montana Livingstone and 

Everett Willier for their review 

and feedback to make the 

new Learning for Everyone in 

Adoption & Permanency (LEAP) 

course relevant for Indigenous 

participants. 

Linda Lucas and Associates, 

whose consultation work with 

16 Indigenous child and family-

serving organizations led to the 

Family Finding Tools project, now 

underway.

The project team that worked 

diligently to create the Stepping 

Stones – Indigenous Ways of 

Knowing and Teaching curriculum: 

Tim Harris (Stz’uminus First 
Nation) – Lead Project Manager

Advisory Group Members: 

• Shauna Harris (Namgis First 
Nation)
• Carly Foster (Nanaimo)
• Duck Paterson (Ladysmith)
• Darian Harris (Stz’uminus 
First Nation) 
• Sarah Howlett (Nanaimo)

Youth Advisory Members:

• Kaitlyn McMahon-White 
(Snuneymuxw First Nation)
• Alex Thomas (Snuneymuxw 
First Nation)
• Frankie Shaw (Stz’uminus 
First Nation)
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540
members of our 
Waiting Parents 
Facebook group

101
attendees at 
Adopt BC Kids 
info sessions 

215
graduates of the 
Adoption Education 
Program

Waiting kids 
and youth

To help children and youth find 
loving families, we work directly with 
them, run the Adopt BC Kids info line, 
and offer info sessions and support 
for prospective families.

Our vision is a world where every 
child and youth has the love, 
stability, and support they need to 
thrive. 

Our expanded Permanency Support 
team works on behalf of specific 
children and youth. In 2023-24, they 
made 15 adoption and permanency 
matches!

Kirsty [Permanency 
Support Specialist] has 

treated me nicely. I always feel 
safe with her.

– Waiting youth

10,000
views of the 
Adopt BC Kids page 
on our website



Shortly after the post was 

published, Brie was contacted 

by a couple who felt a strong 

connection with Liz’s profile. They 
were introduced virtually, and 

their relationship with Liz grew 

over the next few months. As trust 

deepened, it became clear that Liz 

had found more than mentors – 

she had found a family. 

By early 2024, their mutual desire 
for permanence led to the decision 

to pursue adoption. 

Today, Liz is shaping her future 
with a family who cherishes 

her. If another year had gone 
by, she would have aged out of 
government care. 

At the Belonging Network, we 
believe that all children and youth 

deserve belonging and lifelong 

connections. This story highlights 

our commitment to finding loving 
homes for waiting children and 

youth and nurturing meaningful 

connections for them.

Liz is 18 years old. For more than 

a decade, she has moved between 

foster homes. She has also had 

to face the sadness of being 

separated from her sister, who 

found permanency with a family 

located far away.

Traditional methods to find a family 
didn’t work for Liz. Social workers 

from the Ministry of Children and 

Family Development determined 

that the homes available couldn’t 

meet her needs. Thankfully, in 

2022, Liz was referred to Brie, 
one of our Permanency Support 

Specialists. 

Brie began by getting to know Liz 

and connecting with her foster 

family and the professionals who 

worked with her to understand 

Liz’s unique needs. Brie also 

conducted a network search, but 

none of the adults close to Liz 

could offer a permanent home. 

Over time, Brie developed a 

strong relationship with Liz, 

seeing beyond the paperwork 

to recognize her as a wonderful, 

teachable teenager who sought 

love and connection. Recognizing 

Liz needed a lasting connection, 

whether legal or not, Brie began 

exploring the idea of finding 
a mentor family. This different 
approach aimed to build a 

relationship based on mutual 

care and respect, free from the 

pressure of legal permanency. 

Brie believed one effective 
approach to finding mentors 
was to leverage our network, so 

she asked our communications 

team to post a mentorship call on 

social media. The post included 

Liz’s interests and non-identifying 

qualities, as well as the skills 

needed to support her effectively.

Youth finds 
a forever 
family 
A success story 

The youth’s name has been changed.

Stock image



Permanency 
families

We offer personalized support, 
education, and opportunities to 
connect with others. 

Our goal is to ensure that families 
feel supported at every stage of 
their permanency journey.

This past year, we focused on 
updating our programs. The 
Adoption Education Program has 
been revamped to meet the needs 
of our diverse audience and will 
launch in the year ahead under a 
new name: Learning for Everyone in 
Adoption and Permanency (LEAP)!

Looking back, I don’t 
know if my family could 

have stayed together without 
the support you gave us. 

– Adoptive parent
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participants in 
online workshops 
& support sessions

443
members of our 
Connecting and 
Supporting Families 
Facebook group

634
responses to requests 
for adoption and
permanency support

335
registrants in             
on-demand webinars 



Meet the Altizer family. After 

ten years of marriage without 

conceiving, the couple turned to 

adoption. They explored options 

with both the Ministry of Children 

and Family Development and an 

adoption agency, but things didn’t 

unfold as they had hoped.

In 2017, out of the blue, a friend 
contacted them about a potential 

adoption opportunity. Skeptical 

but willing, they shared their 

phone number. They didn’t believe 

anything would happen, but to 

their surprise, the mom reached 

out when she was three months 

pregnant. 

The couple kept the adoption 

under wraps, unsure if it would 

work out. Fortunately, everything 

fell into place. The day after their 

daughter was born, they shared 

the joyous news on Instagram.

Everything happened so quickly 

that they had to complete the Safe 

Babies course during the adoption 

home study. We hadn’t developed 

an online version of Safe Babies 

yet, so our team had to get 

creative. We conducted the course 

over the phone instead.

The Altizer’s social worker not 

only covered the course material 

but also addressed their specific 
concerns. She offered advice on 
what to pack for the hospital and 

suggested books and toys. 

Her support was reassuring and 

surpassed their expectations, 

especially considering that they 

were keeping it secret from 

most of the people in their lives 

who could have provided support 

or advice.

Babies and toddlers don’t 
always come with a nine-month 
advance notice for adoptive, 
foster, and permanency 
caregivers. That’s why we 
revamped our Safe Babies 
workshop this year. 

The new online format includes 

engaging videos, discussions, 

and journaling exercises that 

registrants can complete at their 

own pace. 

With rolling registration and flexible 
completion dates, prospective 

adoptive parents can access the 

information they need when they 

need it.

Visit belongingnetwork.com/
learning-opportunities to learn 

more about our programs.

Baby 
arrives 
tomorrow!
Updating our  

programs to meet 

families’ needs

The Altizer family



Youth in and 
from care

We offer an online resource hub 
full of information on transitioning 
out of care, life skills programming, 
and bursaries for post-secondary 
education.

Our goal is to support young people 
as fully as possible as they transition 
into adulthood and independence.

In 2023-24, we rebuilt AgedOut.com 
to improve its functionality; added 
more Indigenous voices to our youth 
advisory group; and created an 
Indigenous version of our Stepping 
Stones life skills curriculum.

Students like me could 
not make it by without 

people like you. 
– BC Orca Bursary recipient

$95,000
awarded in bursaries to more 
than 30 fostered, adopted, and 
Indigenous youths

13,000+ 
page views each    
month on AgedOut.com

8,100+
registered users on

425
gift cards earned 
by youth in and 
from care  
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• A family raising kids with intense 

support needs. They’d tried every 

resource they knew and wondered 

if the only option left was to put 

their child back in care. They were 

heartbroken, exhausted, and felt 

they had no one else to turn to 

without being judged.

These questions receive 

thoughtful and varied responses 

from the community. Members 

benefit from diverse perspectives 
and experiences, leading 

to encouragement, support, 

humor, and even reality 

checks – all delivered with 

kindness and generosity.

Even though we may not always 

see the long-term outcomes, 

it’s clear that these groups help 

members navigate challenging 

times. 

They provide resources, foster 
a sense of belonging, offer 
new perspectives, and support 
parents and caregivers in 
continuing to show up for their 
children in meaningful ways. 

It’s just one way we’re making a 

real difference through the power 
of virtual community.

We have Facebook groups 

for waiting parents, families 

with complex support needs, 

2SLGBTQIA+ families, parents of 
Indigenous children, and adoptive 

and permanency parents.

These groups are incredible 

places where people from all over 

BC with connections to adoption 

and permanency can gather and 

connect. They’re private and 

confidential, creating a space 
where people can feel safe and be 

honest.

Ever since COVID, it’s been 

difficult for people to gather in 
person. Our Facebook groups 

have become even more important 

during this time, especially as 

we’ve moved most of our services 

online.

These groups primarily serve as 

platforms for peer support, where 

members can post questions and 

receive responses from others 

in the community. Moderated by 

our Family Support team, the 

groups are well-managed and 

foster meaningful conversations. 

Our team shares articles, training 

opportunities, and advice, ensuring 

members feel supported while 

respecting their space.

We get a wide range of questions 

and stories in these groups. Here 

are a few examples (shared 

without identifying details to 

protect confidentiality):

• A waiting parent seeking tried-

and-true resources for adopting 

and raising teens.

• A member with adult children 

who wanted to adopt again, but 

their kids didn’t agree. They were 

unsure of what to do.

Building 
community 
How our Facebook 
groups support adoptive 
and permanency 
families

Stock image



Year-end financials Give the
gift of 
belonging

Donations make our   
work possible. 

To make a one-time or 
monthly gift, scan this 
QR code:

The Bradley family

Revenue

Expenses

Government service contract

Projects

Education and support

Child-specific recruitment
Donations

Direct Access Gaming

Other income

Provincial adoption support

Projects

Parent education and information

Youth programming

Child-specific recruitment

Community awareness

Fundraising and administration



*Denotes Monthly Donors

Legacy Partners 

($25,000+)

Dave Thomas Foundation 
for Adoption

Seedlings Foundation

The Walsh Foundation

Family Partners 

($10,000 - $24,999)

Adoption & Permanency 
Fund at Victoria 
Foundation

Al Roadburg Foundation

Diamond Foundation

RSM US Foundation

Friendship Partners 

($5,000 - $9,999)

Mark Tower

Neighbourhood Partners 

($500 - $4,999)

Abundance Canada

Adrienne Murphy

Amory Wong*

Anne Tower*

Benevity Community 

Impact Fund

Chris Roy* 

CKNW Kid’s Fund
Claire Mohammed*

Cody Riggenbach

David Egan*

Face the World Foundation

George Willams

Gordon Richter

Hamber Foundation

Harold Schellekens*

Jimmy Bejar*

Justine Fisher

Livia Piccinini*

Mary Grace Francisco*

Merel Veldhuis* 

Negin Shahid*
PayPal Giving Fund 

Canada

Patrick Klassen and 

Matthew Clarke*

Provincial Employees 

Community Services Fund

Randall family 

RBC Foundation

Ryan Ko

Shane Sauer

Shannon Holding

Shelley Harrigan

Terry Booth

Anonymous (2)

Community Partners 

($200 - $499)

Amanda Vincent*

Andy Nishimura

Ashley Bouchard*

Barbara Ann Pretty*

Brent Robinson

Catherine Johnson*

Derek De Biasio*

Eva Zhou* 

Federation of BC Youth in 

Care Network
Gertrude Rae Johnson

Georgina Awuah*

Jimmy Bejar

John Jackson

Korbin Davis

Lindsay Smith*

Mark & Tania Bailey*

Marla Chandler-Soanes* 

Mary Grace Francisco

Rob Rae

Sarah Mitenko

Sean McConnell*

Sonja Weissenbacher*

Stephen Docking*

Treena Innes*

Spirit Partners

($100 - $199)

Alexandra Kruthaup-

Harper*

Allison Joe

Alpine Aerotech LP

Gregory Henderson*

Harshal Tannu

Jennifer Rajala*

Kathleen Landry

Kaue Pacheco de Macedo

Kenna Hoskins

Kim Boivon-Sonolet*

Liberate Logistics Ltd.

Lucy Hall-Patch*

Michelle Sewell*

Mona Brash

Nicola Fameli
Rebecca MacKenzie*

Sophina Ramzan

Theresa Rudderham

Tina Fischer*

Tracey Boulton*

United Way of British 

Columbia

Yuki Matsuno

Anonymous (5)

BC Orca Bursary 
Program

Golf for Good

Jon Perry

Louis family 

Peggy Howard*

Peter & Joanne Brown 
Foundation

Special thank you to Tracey 
McVicar for her ongoing 
support for the BC Orca 
Bursary Program.

We have done our best to 
recognize donors who made 
a contribution between 
April 1, 2023, and March 
31, 2024. We apologize for 
any errors and invite you to 
contact us with corrections at 
info@belongingnetwork.com.

Thank you
The Belonging Network would like to acknowledge 
all the individuals and organizations who 
gave financial gifts this past fiscal year. We 
are extremely grateful for your generosity and 
support.

A special thank you to our Board of Directors for 
their gifts of time, expertise, encouragement, and 
for their generous financial support. We are proud 
that every member of our Board is a donor. 

The Andres family
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Vancouver BC V6B 1P2
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The Peters family


